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THE Monvzs OF A Cnmc

The tribes appeated ‘to
maotives wera not pure

have ccnwncmg proof that PInchas
(see Rashi, but they were mistaken. This

. teaches us a powerful lesson whenever we are tempted to find
fault with another person's good deeds and question their

motivesi One can never know another’s true interitiont. So Iong

L as a person 1s doing good, he should not be put down or mocked
even if one has a "5ONId" proof that Ing peson is.Insincere, And In -

Tre, and the-person inde2d had ulterior

any case, even il
niptives, we are laugm

always To. study. Torahzand, perform

mitzvos even for the Wrong, reason, siivce in this, way ¢ one will
" evpntually come to havé pure motives (Pesachim 50b)."

deeper question hera

i&: Whére doas tha desiré come frem to

find fault in people:who are dolng semething geod? tn our

case, the tribes appeared to have holy intentions; They were
concerned that Pinchas had stighted the onor of Moshe by taking

. the law into his own hands (see Toras Menachem). Simifarly, a person
™ may Imagine that he has-a low tolerance for other people’s bad

intentions because hé himself is humble, and thids he - ﬂnds the

pride of athers d1sta51efu|
in truth, however, t

2 that a person. criticizes lhe ood deeds of aviother iz
becasa TRe eIHE Ffmeelf Js proud and oed not Jike the jdea that

Qf colirse,

person’s good deeds, so t
_him to be a better person,
Furthermore, even if s

g will not admit this; even to himself; because h|s :
pride makes him Jazy, and recogmzfng that somebody. elsa has
u accompllshed samething, makes it mdre uhcomifortabile to remaln.
lazy. Thergfore, his arrogance Jeads him to put down’ the other. |

hay do nbt wound hig pr]de or, Insplre
which would fequire effort..
amebody’s nftzvah observance does

3} have ovértones of haughtiness, the critle’s prlde s rievertheless

more distastefui. For, ulti

imately, the person ‘who “shovwed off*

with his mitzvah was at least henest about his pride and did not

attempt to conceal it, The critic, however, cannot tolerate the truth )

that he too Is proud, and he thus stoops to dishonesty, veiling his
pride in a *cloak” of | humility and righteous |ndfgnation

he lesson s obvious: |

t s much wiser tg be an activist than a

citlc. Far 8 pride can make eriticism desttuctive, ralher

than_canstructive, ‘but a "godd deed always remalns good,

regardless of the intention.

" {Based on [kutei Sichos vol.'B, pp. 167'-9)
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[ Although Chushim had this courageous act to his credit. it

is rcasonable to assume that having a deaf son was a malter of

grave concern Lo his lather, Dan. Despite many advances in

medicine and lechnology in our time. dealness remains @ very

severe handicap.  One can only speculate how difficult it was to
6raisc a deal child in the time of the Patriarchs.

A parent of a handicapped child has many worries about
the child’s ILITL_IIC_ TS Whit TexiEnt ¢ IRE ChITd develop into o
Forah Jew and become a productive member of society? Will the
child be sell sutticient? Will he or she be able o marry and raise a
famtly? To carn a living? These and many other issues have to be
dealt with.

These concerns were undoubledly compounded in the case
ol Chushime Dan was nat only the Tather ol o handicopped son
Fle was the progenitor of a tribe in Kl Fisroel, a major part of
the cternity of the Jewish people.” 7 I

Oue cun imagine what a tamily gathering in the house ol

: : . | e . o DAL LA BRI 0.3 o4 0 L
Yoatkov Avinn looked Dlke Benpamin was there with his ten sons
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ad and Asher each brought their seven sons. Shimon had six, and

so on. The sons and grandchildren would sit with Yaakov Avinu,
discuss Torah and be inspired by his wisdom and holiness.

Tragically, Chushim would sit there, totally oblivious to all

that was TaKing place. Dan probably wondered to himself, “What

will be with him, and with my iribe in lsrael? at future will the

shevef Dan have and what contribution would it be able to make

towards the perpetuation of the Chosen People?”

This is the stgnificance of the contrast between the census
totals of the tribes of Benjamin and Dan. From Benjamin’s ten
sons came forth a below-average total of 45,600 male descendants.
Yet one deaf boy, Chushim, had 64,400 male descendants, the
largest shevet in Israel, aside from the royal tribe of Yehudah. The
Chofetz Chaim concludes that if it is the will of Hashem, a parent
can be more successful with and have more nachas from one son

than from ten sons...

In life, one can never predict how things will eventually

turn out. At times, the achievements of a _ben yachid (an only
child) can be more than that of ten childrep. Fven in a large
family, the ben zekuni the youngest child born to older parcnts)
can bé the one who eventually brings his parents the most joy and
nachas. -

« a1

One cannot pive up on a person, no matter what the

handicap _or_disability. It often happens that the one who is
considered “least likely to succeed,” is the one who produces the

fpBreatest achievements. Hashem has endowed every human soul

with immense treasures., Parents of handicapped children should

take ingpiration and chizuk from the accomplishments of Chushim

and realize that they, too, can see great nachas from their
I e ’

_otspring”
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